Estate of Anton L. Trunk, Deceased, Clara P. Trunk, Executrix v.
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 65 T. C. 230 (1975)

The court clarified that a conditional bequest subject to tax payment obligations
does not qualify for the marital deduction, and that estate taxes must be apportioned
according to state law unless the will clearly directs otherwise.

Summary

In Estate of Trunk, the decedent’s will allowed his trustees to borrow up to $200,000
against trust property to pay estate taxes or distribute to his wife. The wife
requested the full amount, but the court ruled it did not qualify for the marital
deduction because it was contingent on tax obligations. Additionally, the court held
that estate taxes must be apportioned to charitable remainders under New York law,
as the will did not clearly direct otherwise. This case underscores the importance of
precise language in estate planning to ensure intended tax benefits.

Facts

Anton L. Trunk died in 1968, leaving a will that established trusts for his wife, Clara
P. Trunk, and charitable organizations. Paragraph Seventh of the will authorized the
trustees to borrow up to $200,000 against trust property to either pay estate taxes
or distribute to Clara upon her request. In 1971, Clara requested the full $200,000,
which the trustees paid. The estate claimed this amount as part of the marital
deduction, but the IRS disallowed it, asserting it was contingent on tax obligations
and thus did not qualify. Additionally, the IRS argued that estate taxes should be
apportioned to reduce the charitable deductions claimed.

Procedural History

The IRS determined a deficiency in the estate’s federal estate tax, leading to a
dispute over the marital deduction and tax apportionment. The estate filed a petition
with the U. S. Tax Court, which ruled on both issues. The court found that the
$200,000 did not qualify for the marital deduction and that estate taxes should be
apportioned to the charitable remainders according to New York law.

Issue(s)

1. Whether the $200,000 paid to Clara P. Trunk qualifies as a marital deduction
under IRC § 2056.

2. Whether a portion of the Federal estate and State inheritance taxes should be
charged against the corpus of the residuary trusts, thereby reducing the charitable
deduction under IRC § 2055.

Holding

1. No, because the bequest was contingent on tax obligations and did not qualify as
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an unconditional bequest to the surviving spouse.
2. Yes, because the decedent’s will did not clearly direct otherwise, and New York
law mandates apportionment of estate taxes to charitable remainders.

Court’s Reasoning

The court analyzed the language of the will, finding that the provision allowing the
trustees to borrow $200,000 was intended to provide funds for tax payments or
distributions to the wife, not an additional bequest. The court rejected the estate’s
argument that the bequest was unconditional, citing the lack of clear intent in the
will. Regarding tax apportionment, the court applied New York law, which requires
apportionment unless the will clearly states otherwise. The court found no such
clear direction in the will, noting that the order of income payments did not negate
the statutory apportionment rule. The court also referenced prior case law to
support its interpretation of the will and the apportionment requirement.

Practical Implications

This decision highlights the importance of clear and precise language in estate
planning documents to achieve intended tax benefits. Estate planners must ensure
that bequests intended for the marital deduction are unconditional and not subject
to tax payment obligations. Additionally, wills must clearly direct against tax
apportionment if the intent is to avoid reducing charitable deductions. This case may
influence future estate planning by emphasizing the need for careful drafting to
navigate complex tax rules. Subsequent cases may reference Estate of Trunk when
addressing similar issues of marital deductions and tax apportionment.
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