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A taxpayer claiming exemption from the Renegotiation Act based on tax-exempt
status under Section 101(6) of the Internal Revenue Code bears the burden of
demonstrating that it meets all requirements for such exemption, including that it
was both organized and operated exclusively for the specified purposes, and the Tax
Court has jurisdiction to make that determination.

Summary

The Manoogian Fund, a nonprofit corporation, challenged the War Contracts Price
Adjustment Board’s determination of excessive profits. The Fund claimed it was
exempt from renegotiation under the Renegotiation Act of 1943 because it was
allegedly exempt from taxation under Section 101(6) of the Internal Revenue Code.
The Tax Court addressed the primary question of whether it had jurisdiction to
determine the Fund’s tax-exempt status and, if so, whether the Fund was indeed tax-
exempt during the relevant periods. The court held that it possessed the jurisdiction
to determine the tax-exempt status and that the Fund failed to meet its burden of
proving it was both organized and operated exclusively for tax-exempt purposes
during the relevant periods. Therefore, the Fund’s war contracts were subject to
renegotiation.

Facts

The Marie and Alex Manoogian Fund was incorporated in Michigan in December
1942 as a nonprofit corporation, with purposes including benevolent, charitable,
educational, and scientific goals. In May 1944, the Fund amended its articles to
permit ownership of businesses, with income used for its stated purposes. The Fund
was to be financed through gifts, donations, and bequests. A trust deed was
established, with the Fund as the beneficial owner of a company, Metal Parts
Manufacturing Company (the Company), which manufactured anti-aircraft shells.
The Company had renegotiable sales during its fiscal periods ending December 31,
1944, and December 31, 1945. The War Contracts Price Adjustment Board
determined excessive profits for those periods. The Commissioner of Internal
Revenue issued conflicting rulings regarding the Fund’s tax-exempt status under
Section 101(6), and the final ruling held the Fund was not tax-exempt at the time of
the Board’s determinations. The Fund contended that the Tax Court lacked
jurisdiction to determine its exempt status, and that the Commissioner’s ruling was
controlling.

Procedural History

The War Contracts Price Adjustment Board determined that the Manoogian Fund
had excessive profits for the fiscal periods ending December 31, 1944, and
December 31, 1945. The Fund filed petitions with the Tax Court challenging those
determinations. The Tax Court initially addressed and determined that it had the
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jurisdiction to hear the case. The Tax Court then considered the merits of the case.
Issue(s)

1. Whether the Tax Court has jurisdiction under the Renegotiation Act of 1943 to
determine the tax-exempt status of the petitioner within the purview of Section
101(6) of the Internal Revenue Code?

2. If the Tax Court has jurisdiction, whether the petitioner, the Manoogian Fund,
carried its burden of proof of showing it was exempt from taxation during the
relevant periods?

Holding

1. Yes, because the Tax Court is authorized to decide questions of law and fact
relating to the Renegotiation Act, including the issue of whether contracts are
subject to the Act, and because the omission of paragraph (D) in subsection (2) does
not negate the Tax Court’s jurisdiction.

2. No, because the Fund failed to provide evidence showing it was both organized
and operated exclusively for the purposes specified in Section 101(6) of the Internal
Revenue Code.

Court’s Reasoning

The court began by stating that the primary question was whether the Tax Court
had the jurisdiction to determine the status of the petitioner under the
Renegotiation Act of 1943 with respect to Section 101(6) of the Internal Revenue
Code. It found that the legislative history of the Renegotiation Act showed that
Congress intended the Tax Court to have exclusive jurisdiction to decide questions
of fact and law, including whether contracts are subject to the Act. The court noted
that the Fund was claiming an exemption from taxation, and the burden of proof lies
with the party claiming an exemption. The court referenced prior Supreme Court
cases such as Macauley v. Waterman S. S. Corp., which supported the court’s
jurisdiction. The court also found that the Commissioner’s conflicting rulings on tax-
exempt status did not preclude the Tax Court from making its own determination.
The court determined that the Fund’s actions in the relevant periods did not prove it
was exempt from taxation. The court emphasized that under Section 101(6), an
organization must be both organized and operated exclusively for the specified
purposes, and the Fund failed to provide evidence to meet this requirement. The
court stated, “An organization to be entitled to exemption from tax under section
101(6) must establish that it is both organized and operated exclusively for one of
the purposes specified in the statute.”

Practical Implications

This case provides a clear understanding of the Tax Court’s jurisdiction in
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renegotiation proceedings involving claims of tax-exempt status. It reinforces the
principle that taxpayers bear the burden of proving their entitlement to tax
exemptions. Specifically, organizations claiming tax-exempt status under Section
101(6) must demonstrate that their activities align with the statute’s requirements.
This case is critical for determining the Tax Court’s power to determine the facts of
the case, including whether the Fund meets the requirements of tax exemptions
under Section 101(6). Future cases involving claims of tax-exempt status will be
guided by this case, which emphasizes the necessity for comprehensive evidence of
both organizational structure and operational activities. Additionally, the ruling
underscores that the Commissioner’s administrative rulings are not necessarily
binding and do not supplant the court’s ultimate authority. This decision continues
to shape how claims of exemption from renegotiation or taxation are litigated,
ensuring a rigorous examination of both organizational structure and operational
activities.
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